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August 5, 2010 No. 2010 - 14R CROP CONDITION AND PROGRESS - As of
INTRODUCTION — The Arkansas Rice Aug. 2, the USDA reports that 74% of the crop is

Newsletter is published periodically to provide heading and a couple of fields have been harvested.
P P iy 1o pro This compares to 57% heading last week, 28% this
updates, alerts and recommendations for rice

dquction in Ark if K f time last year, and a five-year average of 39% for this
production in Arkansas. It you know of someone week. Arkansas rice does not normally begin heading

who would like to be added to the e-mail list, please in June, nor is it normally harvested in July. The first
send an e-mail to: cwilson@uaex.edu. rice harvested in Arkansas that | am aware of was on
| have set up a blog to distribute information in July 30. Harvest has begun in some areas this week
addition to the newsletter. If you are interested, you and will get going strong in about two weeks. As of
can visit the blog at Aug._2_, 18% of the crop is reported to be in excellent
http://arkansasrice.blogspot.com condition, 44% good, 31% fair, 6% poor, and 1% very
poor.
RICE FIELD DAY NEXT WEEK! - Average temperatures for the week ending Aug. 2
The University of Arkansas Rice Research and ranged from O to 5 degrees above normal. The
Extension Center will host its annual Rice Field temperatures ranged from a low of 68 degrees at
Day on Wednesday, Aug. 11, 2010 beginning at Gilbert and Calico Rock to a high of 104 degrees in
7:30 a.m. There will be one field tour with Camden, with several locations exceeding 100
departure times of 7:30, 8:00, 8:30, and 9:00 a.m. degrees. Rainfall for the week ending Aug. 2 ranged
Topics on the tour include hybrid rice breeding, from none at several locations to a high of 3.2 inches
nitrogen soil test for rice, soybean production, rice at Hot Springs. Overall, soil moisture supplies were
weed management, rice disease management, and 13% very short, 56% short, 29% adequate, and 2%
new rice varieties. Come and see our new surplus.
laboratory and office facility and check out new ) July 27, 2010
technology in rice. U.S. Dmgﬂpt Monitor ALt
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The extended heat and dry weather have caused a
significant strain on the irrigation capacity across the
Delta. Rice fields have spots (some large, some small)
that are burning because the well is unable to keep up
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with the dry weather. Officially, most of Eastern and
Southern Arkansas are in “moderate drought”, parts of
Southeast Arkansas are in “severe drought”.

ISIT TIME TO DRAIN YET?

I realize that several farmers have already started
draining. However, | thought this might be helpful
in light of the heat and drought conditions we are
currently experiencing. Farmers are always
interested in when | can quite spending money on
irrigation and begin to prepare for harvest. This has
been especially true this year in light of the high
input costs already paid out for this crop. For the
majority of the rice acreage, we recommend
draining 25-28 days after 50% heading. This
generally corresponds to the time when the heads
have all turned down and most of the panicles have
changed color at least half way down the panicle.
The photos below illustrate what rice typically
looks like 25 days after 50% heading. The three
panicles in the second photograph were taken from
the plot in the first photograph.

Research varies on the effects of earlier draining but
some studies have reported yield losses as much as
10% when drained too early. Remember in this
heat, soils dry quickly. Don’t overestimate the
amount of time is will take for the soils to dry. One
option to help reduce pumping costs is to establish a
good flood 14 days after 50% heading and then let
the field dry down. This works for some growers,
but others have indicated that removing levee gates
is too difficult if the fields dry out before drain time.
In hot, dry years like this year, you still may need to
flush through the fields if you don’t get any rainfall
to help the crop to mature. If you routinely must rut
the field in order to get the rice harvested on time
because the fields do not dry enough, earlier
draining is a feasible option. This is usually the
case on most heavy clay fields.

WILL SODIUM CHLORATE HURT MY
RICE?

Sodium chlorate is commonly used to desiccate
green foliage and weeds present in rice fields to
increase harvest efficiency. The general guidelines
are to apply sodium chlorate at 3 to 6 pounds a.i.
per acre when rice grain is near 25 percent moisture
and harvest within 3 to 7 days after application.
Although sodium chlorate is typically used to
dessicate the vegetation, grain moisture is also
reduced. Research suggests that when used properly

Visit our web site at : http:/www.uaex.edu

University of Arkansas, United States Department of Agriculture and County Governments Cooperating.
The Arkansas Cooperative Extension Service offers its programs to all eligible persons regardless of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer.



UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS
DIVISION OF AGRICLULTURE

ARKANSAS
RICE

Dr. Chuck Wilson, Dr. Rick Cartwright, Dr. Gus Lorenz, and Scott Stiles

sodium chlorate does not reduce head rice yield.
However, application of sodium chlorate at 6
pounds a.i. per acre significantly reduced grain
moisture by 2 to 5 percent within four days after
application. Head rice yields may decline if grain
moisture drops below 15 percent before the grain is
harvested. Thus, sodium chlorate should be applied
to rice that is between 18 and 25 percent moisture
with timely harvest following application. Use of
sodium chlorate on seed production fields is
sometimes needed. Research has shown that sodium
chlorate does not influence germination of the
resulting seed.

Desiccation of rice foliage is noticeable within 36
hours after application, especially when
temperatures are high. The photo above was

taken less than 48 hours after application. The
treated plots are very apparent and

dessication was very effective. Sodium chlorate
may reduce head rice and grain yield if applied too
early, before grain fill is complete. Do not apply to
rice when the moisture is above 25%. Growers
should exercise caution when considering sodium
chlorate application to fields with uneven maturity
to avoid yield and quality losses.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Randolph/Lawrence County Field Tour —
Pocahontas, Ark. — Aug. 6, 2010. Contact: Herb
Ginn (870-759-1659)

Western Clay County Crop Tour — Corning, Ark. —
Aug. 10, 2010. Contact: Ron Baker (870-857-6875)

Rice Field Day — Rice Research and Extension
Center — Stuttgart, Ark. — Aug. 11, 2010. Program
starts at 7:30 a.m. Contact: Dr. Chris Deren (870-
673-2661)

Lafayette County Crop Tour — Aug. 12, 2010.
Contact: Joe Vestal (870-921-4744)

Jackson County Crop Tour — Newport, Ark. — Aug.
13, 2010. Contact: Randy Chlapecka (870-523-
7450)

St. Francis County Crop Tour — Blackfish Lake —
Aug. 24, 2010. Contact: Mitch Crow (870-261-
1730).

Other Field Days
Cache River Valley Seed Field Day — Cash, Ark. —
Aug. 18, 2010
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